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Criterion Points available Significance

Points awarded
1. Included all search concepts
2. Used Medical Subject Headings (MeSH)

3. Exploded MeSH concepts

4. Used proper MeSH subheadings

5. Used appropriate age limits

6. Used appropriate search limits

7. Focused one or more MeSH term

8. Used appropriate Boolean term

9. Combined all concepts

10. Looked for evidence (Limit by publication
ype, use of evidence-based medicine
(EBM) filter, or limit to EBM reviews)

Point subtracted

1. Used inappropriate limits

2. Used incorrect term, including subheading

5 per concept
5 per concept

Searcher identified all the key search terms

Searcher mapped search terms to and used
the precision of MeSH terms whenever possible

Searcher exploded MeSH terms used, thus
creating a more comprehensive search by
picking up literature indexed under narrow
terms to the broader exploded MeSH term

Searcher used subheadings in conjunction
with a MeSH term in the proper context

Searcher used age limits to narrow search
results to population under consideration (e.g.,
all adult, all child, infant, preschool, senior,
aged)

Searcher limited search retrieval by rational
limits (e.g., English language, human [versus
animal] population)

5 Searcher created a more precise search by

tagging one or more MeSH search terms

with a "major topic" designation

5 per concept

5 per concept

5 per concept

5 per concept

5 Searcher correctly applied Boolean logic using
"AND," "OR," and "NOT"

10 Searcher included all the key search concepts
in the final search strategy

10 Searcher recognized the clinical search question

appropriately (i.e., therapy, diagnosis, prognosis
or causation/harm) and used a search strategy
to find literature reflecting the search category

Searcher used search limits that did not make
sense based on the clinical question or limited
every term separately

-5 per incorrect term  Searcher used a search concept that changed

or subheading the nature of the search to retrieve irrelevant
literature or used a search term in an
incorrect context

-5 per limit

Please contact Gurpreet K. Rana to preet@umich.edu for a copy of the actual search assessment tool.
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1. exp Bronchiolitis/th [Therapy] (518)

2. limit 1 to (abstracts and english language and humans) (241)

3. exp Bronchodilator Agents/ (189078)

4.2 and 3 (25)

5. limit 4 to "all infant (birth to 23 months)" (24)

6. from 5 keep 2,6 (2)

7. kellner j.au. (35)

8. gadomski a.au. (25)

9. gadomski am.au (20)

10. exp Bronchiolitis/dt [Drug Therapy] (907)

11. 3 and 10 (213)

12. limit 11 to (abstracts and english language and "all infant (birth to 23 months)") (108)
13. from 12 keep 9, 14, 17, 25, 34-37, 45 (9)

14. exp Bronchodilator Agents/tu [Therapeutic Use] (22784)

15. 10 and 14 (163)

16. limit 15 to (abstracts and english language and "all infant (birth to 23 months)") (83)
17. from 16 keep 17, 24, 28 (3)

18. 9 and 10 (7)

19. 9 and 14 (7)

20. limit 19 to (abstracts and english language and "all infant (birth to 23 months)") (3)
21. from 13 keep 1,4,6 (3)

22. form 19 keep 1 (1)

23. 21 or 22 (4)

24, from 23 keep 1-4 (4)
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