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History of the Merck Manual's One Century:
History of Medical Information Supply

Korean Medical Library Association, Seoul, Korea

Chong-Hwae Kim

» > ABSTRACT < «

In 1899, the American drug manufacturer Merck & Co. first published a small book titled Merck's Manual
of the Materia Medica. It was meant as an aid to physicians and pharmacists, reminding doctors that
"Memory is treacherous." By the 1980s, the book had become the world's largest selling medical text and
was ftranslated into more than a dozen languages. In 1990, the editors of The Merck Manual introduced
The Merck Manual of Geriatrics. This new book quickly became the best-selling textbook of geriatric
medicine, providing specific and comprehensive information on the care of older people. In 1997, The
Merck Manual of Medical Information-Home Edition was published. In this revolutionary book, the editors
translated the complex medical information in The Merck Manual into plain language, producing a book
meant for all those people interested in medical care who did not have a medical degree. The Merck
Manual of Health & Aging, published in 2004, continued Merck's commitment to education and geriatric
care, providing information on aging and the care of older people in words understandable by the lay
public. The world's most widely used medical reference now features expanded clinical focus on each
category of disorder, as well as more specific guidance on patient examinations.

Key Words: Children's health, Diagnosis and therapy, Genetics, Geriatirics, Gynecology, Health & aging,
Manual for pet health, Medical guide, Medical information, Obstetrics, Patient symptom, Pediatrics,
Physician reference, Veterinary manual
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ABOUT US RESPONSIBILITY

RESEARCH

PRODUCTS

In the Line of Sight

Glaucoma is a silent disease that can damage eyesight and
progress without symptoms. Take steps to help prevent
potentially serious outcomes of glaucoma.

Learn More -

Feb. 15,2012
Werck Establishes Jo

Be well Too much sodium is bad for your health. It can increase
healthtip € attack and stroke. Read more.
LATEST NEWS
+ more news

NEED HELP PAYING FOR YOUR
MED[C\NES AND VACCINES?

AtMerck, we believe nobody should go withaut
access to the medicines and vacci

your blood pressure and your risk for a hea
>
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MERCK FOR MOTHERS
A Congressional Proclamation
> leam m

Through "Merck for Mothers,”
nerck s dedi ca(enw

jucing matemal mortality
m h ally

This pressing issue was

Merck and The Merck Manuals

Merck is committed to bringing out the best in medicine and scientific research. As part of
that effort, Merck provides all of The Merck Manuals as a senice to the community

Read More

-' Healthcare Professionals

The Merck Manual of Diagnesis
§ and Therapy

The world's most widely used
medical textbook

26068

The Merck Manual of Patient
Symptoms

“S A concise, practical guide to
etiology, evaluation and treatment

;ﬁ Patients & Caregivers

HOME | The Merck Manual Home Health
fFNl Handbook

The world's best-selling home
medical reference

26068

a Pet Owners

MAN '\.-"\L. The Merck / Merial Manual for
Pet Health

The complete pet health resource in
everyday language

O v is
P18 Chemists

The Merck Index

MEK
INDEX
. A one-volume encyclopedia of
chemicals, drugs and biologicals

:‘Q!\Velnrinaliuns

The Merck Veterinary Manual

A comprehensive, reliable source of
information on all aspects of animal
healthcare
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The Merck Manual is one of the world's most trusted
medical references and the 19th Edition (2011) is
more comprehensive than ever before! First
published in 1899, The Manual is one of the most
compact, concise and complete medical reference
hooks for doctors, medical students and health care
professionals. It contains nearly 4,000 pages written
by more than 200 independent contributors - all
experts in their fields. It addresses the mechanism
and cause, symptoms, diagnosis, treatment and
prevention of aver 2000 diseases and disorders. It's
a must-have for any medical library, and an excellent
solution for your medical information needs. The

s Merck Manual 19th Edition makes it easy to find the
ts. right information quickly.
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