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A Study on the Factors Influencing the Use of Google Scholar
among Graduate Students for Searching Foreign Academic
Resources

Bo-Kyeong Kim
Medical Library of Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea

The purpose of this study was to estimate the importance of Google Scholar among Korean researchers
as a frequently used and preferred resource for foreign academic materials. The result of the study can
be summarized as follow. First, the results showed that the usage intention of Google schoalr is affected
by performance expectancy and effort expectancy. Also, actual use of Google Scholar is being affected by
usage intention more so than facilitating conditions such as the skills and resources to use Google Scholar.
Second, based on survey responses, most graduate students searched ‘scholarly articles” from Google Scho
lar in the same way they searched in library bibliographic database and academic publishers. Also, most
graduate students prefer searching academic resources in search engines than in library databases. It mea
ns that Google Scholar is one of the most important resources for searching academic information. For
graduate students, Google Scholar is being recognized as increasing comprehensiveness of search results
through its prowess at finding academic resources. [J Korean Med Libr Assoc 2016;43(1,2):22-29]
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